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21 May 1852

Holland, Michigan

The Doesburg affair again took up the entire time of the Consistory of the First Reformed
Church at its meeting on this date. The issue now was whether or not Editor Doesburg
had made a sincere confession but had been pressured to do so by Rev. Martin Ypma of
Vriesland. The consistory presented a statement on the whole situation to the
congregation on 16 May. The members at this meeting were Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte, elders H. Broek, G. J. Hekhuis, J. A. Wilterdink, J. Broersma, and J. Labots and
deacons A. de Weerd, G. W. Wilterdink, A. Plugger, P. van den Berg, and Keppel.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 40-45.
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No more business requiring attention, the meeting was closed with the singing of Psalm
134: 3, and a prayer of thanksgiving by Rev. Bolks.
Holland, May 8, 1852, in the name of the assembly (classis)
Rev. S. Bolks

Consistory Meeting of May 21, 1852

ARTICLE 1 — Present are A. C. van Raalte, president; Elders H. Broek, G. J. Hekhuis, J.
A. Wilterdink; J. Broersma; J. Labots; Deacons A. de Weerd, G. W. Wilterdink, A.
Plugger, P. van den Berg, Keppel.
ARTICLE 2 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 3 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 4 — Rev. van Raalte states that he feels the necessity to inform the brethren
about the recent significant meeting of the churches, at which the congregational misery
was discussed by the various consistories. He wishes to share his deep conviction of duty
that we as a consistory are called upon to strongly admonish, in public, the irregularities
which have taken place within our congregation,
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leaving the outcome to God.
Rev. van Raalte is strongly convinced that the rumors have had a devastating impact,
particularly the rumor that the confession of Brother Doesburg made in the church was
not genuine but was coerced from him by Rev. Ypma.
For this reason, Rev. van Raalte judges it to be profitable that next Sunday the
congregation should be admonished not to speak this way about a brother who has made
a tearful confession of his sin. To give credence to the rumor makes a mockery of the
public confession of sin. It places the labors of God's sincere offlcebearers in a bad light
and reflects badly on their service.
The entire assembly judges, however, that Mr. Doesburg is obligated to testify against
such rumors, and that he should state his confession in the newspaper in such a way that
it is in agreement with the one he made in church. If he does not do so, he raises
understandable suspicion about his sincerity, particularly since the material printed up to
now lacks those necessary elements.
If Mr. Doesburg fails to comply, in the judgment of the consistory, his banning from the
communion table remains in effect.
It was further decided, in the face of all this struggle and difficulty, to await God's grace
and to continue to labor in all freedom and loyalty in the congregation.
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This is necessary so that the congregation will not be destroyed by our indolence, and our
precious calling in God's house will not become useless.

The following item, in accordance with a consistory decision at the meeting of May 21,
1852, was read to the assembled congregation by Rev. van Raalte:
"The consistory feels impelled to address the congregation in the following way. In the
history of the most recent months, we have become aware of the responsibility which has
been placed upon us, in the way of God's providence, as those entrusted with the task of
ruling the church. If we became lax in our task, anarchy, mischief, and accumulation of
sins would result. If we retreated from the task of rebuking evil and did not deal
vigorously with our admonishment, we excuse ourselves on the ground that we were
burdened by the slander attributed to us.
Now, however, having investigated the matter, in cooperation with other consistories and
pastors, we have the freedom and the double duty to resume our role.
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For this reason, we cannot overlook the necessity of warning our members against
superficial judgments, particularly a superficial judgment concerning the confession of
our brother, by attributing his confession not to himself but due to the strong influence of
Rev. Ypma. They, who make this superficial judgment, are not aware of the
implications. They not only accuse the brother of hypocrisy but also stain the good name
of Rev. Ypma and that of the officebearers of the church.
As a result, confession of sin in God's congregation becomes a farce and a game. This is
why we most earnestly warn our members in this matter. We give this admonition, not in
order to cover up evil, but, on the contrary, we will continue to expect from the abovementioned brother that he does everything to avoid suspicion concerning his sincerity.
By fulfilling the promises he has made and the confession he has placed in print, his
actions will be consistent with the tears of remorse he shed in the church. Without this
taking place, we will not be able to declare him free of the above-mentioned awful
accusations. This was why we sought the judgment of the greater consistories, and
barred him from
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holy communion until both confessions (oral and printed) are consistent with each other.
The printed statement is a religious acknowledgement which must be made by every
minister at the conclusion of each sermon, and by every child of God, namely, that our
work is hindered by imperfection.
In addition, we cordially plead and pray that every member who has complaints against a
pastor, an officebearer, or anyone else humbly come to that individual personally. That is
the proper method for God's congregation, not talking behind the back and even less
broadcasting it via print to the world. The latter is not the Christian way. In fact, it is
even below the standards of civic good behavior.
Not to follow the above would prove to be destructive to the congregation, would profane
the name of God and undermine respect for things that ought to be considered holy.
Even in pagan societies, such conduct is disdained, since it undermines the well-being of
all.
If one is of the opinion that officebearers conduct themselves unworthily, we have, in
addition to our God,
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before whose infallible judgment seat they will one day stand, our earthly authorities,
namely, the classis and the particular and general synods.
The consistory, in addition, desires, subject to the enabling authority coming from God,
to deal patiently and gently while at the same time unabashedly rebuking sin. Only in
this way will they be able to continue to serve in their office. Otherwise, the
congregation will become a victim of anarchy. Aware of our own weakness and the
depravity which dwells in God's children, and knowing that not all that calls itself faith is
actually faith, we declare: Support our uplifted hands with your prayers! Watch and
pray. Make more pleasant the life of one another, through your love and your willingness
to forgive. Look to the one who has said that the gates of hell will not prevail against his
church. The Lord says, "Be strong", and he will strengthen your hearts.

Read in the church on May 16, 1852
A.C. van Raalte, president
J. Labots, clerk
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